The Student Newspaper of Lawrence University Since 1884

THE
VOL. CXXXVII NO. 8

LAWRENTIAN
Appleton, Wisconsin

May 24, 2019

Psychology professor delivers Honors Convocation on education
Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Tuesday, May 21, the final
convocation of the 2018-2019 academic year took place in Memorial
Chapel. Professor of Psychology
and Director of Inclusive Pedagogy
David Burrows delivered his talk
titled “Education for Effective
Action.”
Burrows is the 10th recipient
of Lawrence’s Faculty Convocation
Award, which is presented by members of the faculty to a colleague in
recognition of scholarly or creative
work of great merit. Students, faculty and staff who had received
other awards or prizes were also
recognized prior to his talk.
The Honors Convocation
began at 11:10 a.m. with the procession of the faculty. University
Organist Kathrine Handford was
joined by members of Associate
Professor of Music John Daniel’s
trumpet studio to play during the
procession.
Following the procession of
the faculty, President Mark Burstein
read the Lawrence University Land
Acknowledgement.
President
Burstein then recognized all of the
students, faculty and staff who had
received honors. On Monday, May
20, President Burstein hosted the
Honors Ceremony in which 106
students and five faculty members
were honored. During the Honors
Convocation, members of honors
societies joined the recipients in

Professor of Psychology and Director of Inclusive Pedagogy David Burrows delivered the Convocation titled “Education for Effective
Action.”
Photo by David Baldwin.

the front rows of the Chapel to be
recognized.
The students who were recognized had received awards for athletics, academics, music and contributions to campus life. Faculty and
staff who received awards were
also acknowledged for their contributions.
In addition to these recipients, students who were elected to
honor societies on campus such as
Lambda Sigma, Mortar Board, Phi

Beta Kappa and Pi Kappa Lambda
were also recognized. President
Burstein thanked all of the recipients for their leadership as well as
their accomplishments.
Following the acknowledgement of the awards and prizes,
seniors Joan Shalit and Christian
Vallery performed the first movement of Sergei Prokofiev’s “Violin
Sonata No. 2 in D Major.”
Provost and Dean of the
Faculty Catherine Kodat intro-

duced Burrows and discussed
how he was a model for her in the
provost position, as Burrows was
provost of Lawrence before Kodat.
She continued to discuss Burrows’
work and his ambitions to “provide
opportunities for all students to
succeed, which is the definition of
inclusive pedagogy.”
Through Burrows’ talk, he
dove into his ideas of inclusive
pedagogy and the importance of
liberal education. His talk, though,

began with a piece of advice: “You
can coast, but you will get there
faster if you pedal.”
Burrows was not sure if he
wanted to “go big” with his talk
by questioning “the ultimate question…of life, the universe and everything” like in “The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy” by Douglas
Adams.
Burrows also debated going
“small but deep” and pulled up
charts of his own research to illustrate his point. However, he decided to target modest thought and
discuss how we can make liberal
education effective and sustainable.
According to Burrows, many
critics of liberal education refer to it
as irrelevant, elitist and expensive.
Others claim that liberal education
does not actually prepare students
for careers. Burrows acknowledged that there has always been
criticism, but it has also always
been answered.
Burrows went on to discuss
two big ideas, as he called them.
The first emphasized the important transition from thought into
effective action. Burrows spoke of
the necessity of action along with
deep thinking.
His second big idea emphasized the enhancement of human
characteristics through abstract
thought, goals, relationships and
language. By turning to the history
of liberal education within Plato’s

See page 2

Annual Lawrence Zoo Days held on Ormsby Lake

Above: Junior Haley Stevens enjoying the cotton candy machine.
Right: Members of the Student Organized University Programming (SOUP) organizing
team pose with their official Zoo Days shirts.
Photos by Sarah Navy.

Allegra Taylor
News Editor

_____________________________________
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Zoo Days is an annual spring
tradition at Lawrence. This year’s
event was held in front of Ormsby
Hall on Saturday, May 18, from

1:30 to 4:30 p.m. The event was
organized by Student Organized
University Programming (SOUP),
which is led by Co-Presidents
sophomores Stephanie Meyer
and Kathryn Wyrobek. The event

featured dozens of student organizations with tables of activities
and events including free food, a
spin art station, a cotton candy
machine, music and a live DJ, large
inflatable toys to play on, many
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games, and the opportunity to win
prizes. Although the event was
nearly moved inside due to rain,
the weather held off long enough
for Zoo Days to be held in its traditional location outside and the
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fair was a total success, drawing
more than 125 community members between 2 and 3:30 p.m. Zoo
Days continues to be a long-time
Lawrence tradition.
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LUCC-Y News

This week, LUCC is happy to present to you the official
signed resolution for Gender Inclusive Facilities.

Compiled by McKinley Breen
Australia
Fraser Anning, the Australian lawmaker who made offensive comments about Muslims and the Islamic faith in general in the wake
of the New Zealand shooting has been voted out of office. Anning
blamed Muslims and immigration for the bloodshed in March, not
the self-proclaimed racist that killed 51 people. Preliminary elections show that he has failed to gather enough support to keep his
seat in parliament. His comments drew much backlash and he even
had a teenager thrown an egg at him. The prime minister even
ended up supporting the so-called “Egg Boy.” The senator is the
head of the far-right, anti-immigration party and has even used the
term “final solution” in talking about banning Muslims in the region,
a direct evocation of Nazi-Germany. (USA Today)
North Korea
A new report by the London-based Korea Future Initiative (KFI)
shows that thousands of North Korean women have been sold into
sex slavery in China. Tens of thousands, perhaps up to 200,000
North Koreans have fled into China, and one estimate states that
as many as 60% of the women became involved in the sex trade
against their will. This new report indicated that girls as young as
12 have been raped and forced into cybersex. Other reports show
girls and women being forced into prostitution and sold to Chinese
men as wives due to China’s unbalanced sex ration following their
now relaxed one child policy laws. (CNN)
Nepal
The Sherpa guide Kami Rita has scaled Mt. Everest for the 24th
time, extending his own record and bringing him closer to his goal
of touching the peak 25 times before retiring. He is 49 years old,
and has been climbing since the 90s, continuing the tradition of his
father before him. The weather has been good this May, the best
time of year for making an ascent. It was so good, in fact, that Rita’s
23rd summit was also this week. (NBC)
Austria
The Austrian far-right party, the Freedom Party of Austria (FPO)
has seen a string of resignations in the wake of a video scandal.
The video shows FPO officials talking with the niece of a Russian
oligarch about buying stake in an Austrian newspaper in order to
switch its bias in favor the FPO, and in exchange, the government
would give contracts to the Russians. So far, all the FPO ministers
in cabinet positions have resigned. This comes at a time when the
European Union is hosting elections for the European parliament
and as far right parties were expected to gain as much as 20% of
the parliament in the upcoming elections, there is no telling how
this scandal might damage or reverse the gains they were expecting. (BBC)

Class Representatives of the Week
Steering
Meet Awa Badiane: Sophomore Class Representative
“I love being able to be part of the behind-the-scenes of campus! I
get to see how campus truly functions on a legislative level, and I
get to have say in how that all works.”
Finance
Meet Elliot Cordano: Junior Class Representative
“Being involved with LUCC has been a really good opportunity
for me to step out of my comfort zone and engage with the Lawrence community in a new way. I’ve really enjoyed working alongside other members of LUCC to promote greater student involvement and foster a deeper sense of community across campus.”

Correction

In the May 17 edition of The Lawrentian, the photo
feature was incorrectly titled “Black Student Union
Cookout” when the photos were actually of the
Brother to Brother Field Day.
The Lawrentian apologizes this mistake.

Honors Convocation
continued from page 1

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

“Republic,” Burrows discussed
how learning has been seen as the
development of soul and mind and
how education was for civic virtue,
not solely personal achievement.
Burrows discussed possible
solutions to further the development of his big plans, which he
explained were truly only extending liberal education further. The
first step, he explained, was making sure that every student could
reach their full potential.
This could be done with even
more individualized student planning, paired courses to emphasize

connections and by further encouraging growth mindsets in students.
Learning by presenting was another idea that Burrows suggested in
order to show the importance of
communication skills.
In regard to criticism of liberal education, Burrows informed
the audience that Chief Executive
Officers (CEOs) look for “curiosity, collaboration and a…drive to
accomplish something great.”
Burrows concluded by discussing
the importance of education as a
whole and how it seeks to help
people enjoy wonders, improve
social interactions and help people
pedal through their lives rather
than just coasting.
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LUCC is also happy to announce the list of groups who successfully
applied for and received housing for next year along with the
contacts for each. Please contact Matthew Gerg for more details/questions about housing selection, etc.
HOUSE

ADDRESS

CONTACT/RLM

Art House

206 S. Lawe St

Jamie Dong and
Ryan Johnson

Co-Op

Elihu Loft

Emily Austin

Delta Tau Delta

203 N. Union St

Patrick McDonnell
and Baron Lam

Greenfire

Elvira Loft

Luke Shimabukuro
and Mathew Larosiliere

LGBTQ+ Alliance House

742 E. Boldt Way

Jorgan Jammal and
Cameron Wilkins

LU Recess

Sage Loft

Karl Painter

Sankofa

726 E. Boldt Way

Samantha Torres
and Ryshaun Brown

Sigma Phi Epilson

218 S. Lawe St

Julien Riviere
and Logan Bray

Sinfonia

Mary Loft

Hank Lariston and
Matthew Wronski

WLFM

741 E. Boldt Way

Ethan Penny and
Molly Reese
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Horoscopes
The Signs as dogs
By Simone Levy
Aries (March 21 - April 19) - My friend Hannah’s
dog named Jenna.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) - Glenn Close’s Havanese
named Pippin.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) - My uncle’s golden
doodle named Strider.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) - My cousin’s Tibetan
spaniel named Misty. RIP.
Leo (July 23 - August 22) - Revere the golden retriever who comes to Warch sometimes.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) - Simone’s toy
poodle Reggie.
Libra (September 23 - October 22) - Professor Peregrine’s Bichon named Frisé.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) - Simone’s Havanese who is also named Pippin.
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21) - The grey
standard poodle who hangs out in Main Hall sometimes.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) - Curt’s dog
named Tilly.
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) - Celine’s dog
named Ginger.
Pisces (February 19 - March 20) - There is this guy
with a feather in his hat who takes walks with his
scrappy Winn-Dixie-looking dog around campus.
You are that dog.

“In Search of”
By Tia Colbert

Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

Lore-ence

Senior Mayhem Day
By Claire Zimmerman

Vegetable Day
By Allie

With only one week left before
finals, Lawrence students are
buzzing with excitement. At the
peak of excitement are this year’s
graduating class as they prepare
to move forward with their lives.
There are many celebrations and
traditions that happen during the
term before the big farewell and
Lawrence University, as an everevolving school, is looking to bring
a new tradition to the spotlight this
year: Mayhem Day.
Mayhem Day was thought up
years ago by an alumna who wished
to remain anonymous. The original
concept was based off the movie
“The Purge,” and any student planning on graduating in the spring
would have 24 hours where there
are no rules. While the movie itself
wasn’t great, the alumna thought
that this type of tradition would be
a great way for Lawrence students
to “cut-back.” The administration
approved the new tradition, as they
felt that the current senior class
has displayed exemplary achievement and behavior throughout
their years at Lawrence. They felt

that it might be a good way to
gauge how out of control it would
get for future years.
The very first Mayhem Day
was last Wednesday. Overall, it
was fairly uneventful. Most seniors
used it to skip class to finish up
papers and study for exams. Others
who skipped class spent the day
in the Viking Room with friends,
knowing that it would be one of
the last times in the coming weeks
that they could be together with
their Lawrence friends. Many students still went to class. One senior
said, “Wait, what’s Mayhem Day?”
after coming out of class. Another
said, “Why do you think I’m at this
school? I’m here to learn, so why
would I waste a day of my education?”
Lawrence University is the
first school in the country to implement Mayhem Day. It is thought
that Lawrence University would
be good school to try it out first
because it’s a relatively small
school and students’ outrageous
actions would be confined to the
Lawrence Bubble. It also takes

place ninth week so that students
are aware that they’ll still need
to face their peers and professors
during the last weeks of school.
Some underclassmen feel
weird about the event. One freshman said, “It’s odd knowing the
senior class has a free pass for a day.
I would fight a man for the chance
to have a free day.” Unfortunately
for that freshman, by the time they
reach Mayhem Day, there will be no
need to fight a man. Other underclassmen are incredibly excited for
their senior year so that they can
participate in Mayhem Day. Many
are planning their Mayhem Day
schemes already.
While this year’s Mayhem
Day was fairly uneventful, there
is some speculation if it will escalate in coming years. This year, the
senior class was notified a week
in advance, making little time for
planning chaotic schemes. The
administration is bracing themselves for future years. With the
creativity and resourcefulness of
the student body, one can’t fathom
the chaos future years will bring.

SPORTS
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Viking’s 2018-19 year wrap-up
Molly Doruska
Staff Writer

______________________________________

It has been a year of great
seasons, record-breaking performances and notable accomplishments for the Lawrence University
Athletics Department. Throughout
the year, student-athletes have
been named to all-conference and
all-region teams in addition to
being recognized for their accomplishments in their scholarly work.
In the fall, the football team
had five athletes named to the
all-conference team. Senior Chris
Shaw, who plays tight end, was
named to the first team while junior
tackle Gabe Baker, sophomore linebacker Wyatt Lee, junior defensive
end Jasaad Graves and sophomore
defensive back AJ Wansley were all
named to the second team.
The men’s soccer team had
two athletes who were named
to United Soccer Coaches AllWisconsin team. Junior Will
Nichols and freshman Brendan
Vellenga received honorable mention. Vellenga broke the schoolrecord for assists in a single year,
setting the new mark at 10. On the
women’s side, freshman Wakana
Komura was named to the AllMidwest Conference second team.
For the volleyball team, senior
Arianna Neumeyer earned her
fourth consecutive All-Conference

honor as a second team selection. Neumeyer has had 1,094
career kills and 1,373 career digs
and is only one of three players
in Lawrence history to accomplish
this feat. In the winter, Lawrence
also hired Kim Falkenhagen as the
new volleyball coach.
In cross country, senior
Josh Janusiak won his third consecutive Midwest Conference
Championship as he just held on
to beat Mason Wicker of Cornell
College. He then went on to qualify
for the NCAA Division III Cross
Country Championships where
he placed 32nd and earned AllAmerican honors. Janusiak and
junior Joe Kortenhof both won AllConference honors at the Midwest
Conference Championships and
they both earned All-Academic
honors from the United States
Track and Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association. Janusiak
kept it rolling in the winter during indoor track as he won the
5,000-meter race at the Midwest
Conference Indoor Track and Field
Championships and placed third in
the 3,000-meter race. He earned
All-Conference honors for both
performances. He then went on
and qualify for the national championships in the 5,000-meter race
and place 11th in the event. Also
at the Midwest Conference Indoor
Track and Field Championships,

both the men’s and women’s distance medley relay teams placed
third, earning All-Conference honors.
In the winter, four fencers
were named to the All-Midwest
Fencing Conference team. Senior
Nathan Schlesinger was named
to the second team in foil, while
junior Jakub Nowak and sophomore Vinzenz Mayer were both
given honorable mention in epee.
Junior Allison Kim was also given
honorable mention in sabre.
As for the basketball teams,
one man and one woman were
named to the All-Conference team.
On the women’s side, sophomore
Kenya Earl was named to the first
team after being a second team
selection last year. Sophomore Brad
Sendell represented the Lawrence
men on the All-Conference team as
he was named to the second team.
It was a widely successful year
for the men’s and women’s swim
and dive teams as well. Freshman
Maddy Smith broke all of the
school’s diving records, placed second on the three-meter board and
fourth on the one-meter board at
the Conference Championships,
and placed 23rd on both the onemeter and the three-meter boards
at the Regional Championships.
The women’s team broke a number of records at the Conference
Championships en-route to a sec-

ond-place finish. The 100-backstroke, 100-butterfly, 100-freestyle, 200-butterfly and 400-freestyle relay records all went down.
Sophomore Erin Lengel was named
Outstanding Swimmer of the Meet
and Coach Drew Fleek won Coach
of the Year honors. On the men’s
side, junior Liam Wulfman broke
the 100-butterfly school record
and the team finished fifth overall.
For the hockey team, senior
Josh Koepplinger had another outstanding season. He was named to
the All-Northern Collegiate Hockey
Association team. He then went
on to sign a professional hockey
contract.
Despite the unseasonably cold
spring, there were still some great
performances. Sophomore softball
player Ceara Larson was named
Midwest Conference Player of the
Year as well as being named to the
All-Conference first team. Junior
Emilia Jackson was also a first-team
All-Conference selection while
junior Amanda Karnatz was a second-team selection. For the baseball team, senior Nolan Spencer
and junior Patrick McDonnell
were named to the All-Midwest
Conference North Division team.
Spencer set the school record for
runs scored in a season with 39.
Janusiak also continued to tear
it up during the outdoor track season. He won the 10,000-meter race

at the Conference Championships
and was third in the 5,000-meter
race, earning All-Conference honors in both events. Kortenhof placed
third in the 10,000-meter race to
earn another All-Conference honor
of his own. Janusiak, with the 16th
fastest time in the 10,000-meter
race in the country, has qualified
for the national championships
in the event and is traveling to
Geneva, Ohio to compete this week.
Finally, it was a widely successful year for the men’s and women’s tennis teams. On the women’s
side, the No. 3 doubles team of
senior El Goblirsch and freshman
Morgan Fisher reached the semifinals at the Midwest Conference
Championships. The men finished
second in the Midwest Conference
tournament losing a 5-0 match to
Grinnell for the championship. This
was the team’s best finish since
2013. At the Midwest Conference
Championships, sophomore Matt
Chan finished second at No. 5
singles and freshman Cam Strawn
finished second at No. 6 singles.
The No. 3 doubles team of juniors
Andrea Arivella and Aidan Delgado
also finished second. Junior Cade
Francour also won the Midwest
Conference Eilte 20 award.
Overall, it was a very successful year and the student athletes
hope to build off of the success for
years to come.

Annual Lawrence University golf outing
Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

______________________________________

The Lawrence University golf
outing takes place every year and
this year it will occur June 13-14.
The golf outing is an event that
creates an opportunity for the athletics department to gather alumni, parents, community supporters and friends to have one day
devoted to enhancing and advancing Lawrence athletics. It’s a fundraiser and an occasion to celebrate
the tradition and the future of
NCAA Division III athletics here at
Lawrence. It is a day where alumni, surrounded by their friends,
old and current coaches and past
teammates, come together to celebrate past accomplishments while
helping to endorse future ones.
This event reconnects the
old with the new, serving to help

encapsulate Lawrence’s mantra:
“Once a Viking, Always a Viking.”
This encapsulates the idea that no
matter how far out you are from
your years of studying at Lawrence,
you are still connected with the
school because of the pride you
gained and life lessons you learned
along the way through your experience as a student-athlete. This golf
outing, where the day is spent at
the local Appleton golf course, is a
time for both reflection and happy
reunions of old familiar faces. The
event will wind down with many
exchanged smiles between old and
new friends, and in the end, it will
have created an even bigger and
stronger unified family with the
same aspirations in mind.
The Lawrence golf outing has
been taking place annually for
decades now. It was an event that
was born out of some passionate
alumni to put a date on a calendar

each year to celebrate the tradition
of athletics at Lawrence. “Golf is
kind of the ingredient that brought
everyone together back then and,
lo and behold, still is a tradition
with us today,” commented Andrew
Borresen, Assistant Director of
Athletics Giving. He had his own
favorite aspect of the event: “So,
in my role as assistant director of
athletics I get a chance on the front
end of the day to welcome folks to
our event and check them in for
play. Oftentimes before and after
the golf part of the day, that creates good connecting fellowship
time amongst Vikings, which I help
to facilitate. My favorite part about
this role is that I get to hear a
whole array of stories and get great
opportunities to catch up with
folks from different sports and different eras, connecting myself with
Lawrence’s past athletic history.
It’s enlightening being able to talk

with folks that come from all over
the place to come to this event and
it’s just a really good time for building new relationships and sustaining old ones.” It is also important
to note that “while the golf outing itself has been around and a
part of the athletics department
year after year, it is only our second year hosting a reception dinner on campus as well the evening
before the golf outing,” continued
Borresen. Borreson and Director
of Athletics Christyn Abaray were
aware of the fact that not everyone
enjoys the game of golf and so they
wanted to give those people the
chance to reconnect, reminisce and
build new relationships amongst
the Vikings on campus, which is
the purpose of the newly founded reception dinner. In addition to
this, there is time after to hand out
prizes and do a raffle and a silent
auction. This is all with the goal

in mind of advancing Lawrence’s
athletics.
The aspiration is to find ways
to continue building the strength
of our athletic program so athletes
can follow in their own footsteps
and achieve and far surpass their
own dreams and accomplishments.
This goal can be seized through
events such as this one because
the proceeds from this event go
to replenishing small things like
purchasing new hurdles to more
impactful and expensive things
such as the installation of permanent fencing and warning tracks on
our baseball and softball fields. All
of these are necessary investments.
These proceeds and the success
of the athletic program would not
be possible without the Lawrence
alumni and local community that
make kind donations to the event.

L E T ’ S G O , L AW R E N C E !

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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Fourth annual BLU Crew Awards

Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

______________________________________

This past Friday, May 17, the
Lawrence University athletes were
honored once again at the fourth
annual BLU Crew Awards. The
event was hosted by the StudentAthlete Advisory Committee
(SAAC) in the Warch Campus
Center and was attended by athletes from several of the teams on
campus. A night like this is rare
for our Vikings in the sense that
they get to trade out their cleats,
spikes and tennis shoes for something a little nicer. The BLU Crew
Awards is an event meant to celebrate accomplishments and breakthroughs over the entirety of the
current academic year for teams
and individuals alike.
In total, there were 12 categories for awards for the Vikings.
The first two awards given were
for the Breakthrough Athletes of
the Year. This award could be given
to an athlete of any year. On the
men’s side of the award, sophomore Ethan Simmons was recognized for his outstanding performance in football. With it being
his second year, starting off as just
a backup his first year, he earned
several awards within the Vikings
football team, including offensive
MVP, team MVP and special teams
MVP in the fall season of this year.
On the women’s side of the award,
senior Molly Doruska was honored
for her stupendous season in track
and field. Throughout the season,
Doruska set many new personal
records and even managed to finish
her season strong in the Midwest
Conference Championships to finish out her Viking career.
The second category was the
Best Lawrence Win. This award
was aimed towards a team that
had a significant win throughout
the year, whether it was in a rivalry
or a first time for something to
happen. The award was given to
the Viking’s men’s ice hockey team
for the win against St. Scholastica

College in Duluth, Minnesota. This
win was their first ever in Duluth,
with the Vikings coming out on
top with a large win of 8-2 over St.
Scholastica. Throughout the season, the hockey team had a difficult time finding the back of the
net, but in this game the Vikings
persevered with goals from full
strength, power plays and even a
shorthanded goal.
The third category, similar to
the last in the sense of it being
a team-orientated award, was the
Biggest Upset. The award was given
to the Viking’s softball team for
their win of their opener against
Lake Forest College. The Vikings
won 11-1 in a mere five innings.
The game was the team’s last game
of the season against Lake Forest,
who would eventually come to be
the Midwest Conference champions. The team had 11 hits throughout the opening game while Lake
Forest only had five. One of the
Vikings’ hits included a home run
from sophomore Ceara Larson.
The fourth category was the
Most Outstanding Play. Simmons, a
dual athlete for football and track
and field, was awarded for his race
at the Indoor Midwest Conference
Championship in the distance medley relay. His team finished in third
place, allowing them to finish the
season with All-Conference honors. The race was very eventful for
Simmons due to the fact that he
had to jump over another runner
who had fallen during the race in
order to place the team in third.
The fifth category was Best
Individual Performance. Senior
Josh Janusiak was given the
award for his performance in the
NCAA Division III Championships.
Janusiak had started the race off
well when he was tripped and
unfortunately was unable to recover very quickly but managed to
pass over a hundred other runners in the last half of the race
in order to finish 32nd in the
race overall. This finish earned
him All-American honors as well.
Janusiak also was honored as the

Male Athlete of the Year, the tenth
category. Janusiak had a phenomenal year in both cross country
and track, winning a total of six
titles throughout the year, three
of those being from the Midwest
Conference Championships in each
season of cross country, indoor
track and outdoor track.
The sixth category was Female
Rookie of the Year. The award was
given to freshman Maddy Smith
who was a member of Lawrence’s
diving team. She broke the four
diving records that had previously
been set at Lawrence and competed in the NCAA Diving Regional,
a first for Lawrence. On top of
all this, she placed second and
fourth at the Midwest Conference
Championship.
The seventh category was the
Male Rookie of the Year. The award
was given to sophomore Brad
Sendell for his performance during
the basketball season. He was chosen for the All-Midwest Conference
team and had a powerful position
on the court with a good set of stats
from the season to go with it.
The eighth category was
Coach of the Year. This award was
given to Drew Fleek. Fleek coached
the Viking’s swimming and diving team. He coached the women’s
team to a second-place finish in the
Midwest Conference Championship
and the men’s to a fifth place finish. Fleek was also selected as the
Midwest Conference Coach of the
Year for all of the support and
hardworking determination he put
behind the Vikings this season.
The ninth category was Female
Athlete of the Year. This award was
given to two of our Viking athletes: sophomore Erin Lengel and
Larson. Lengel is a member of the
swimming team and won three
titles at the Midwest Conference
Championship, the 100-yard freestyle, the 200-yard freestyle and
the 100-yard backstroke, which
helped drive the Vikings to the
second-place finish. In each of
these events, Lengel broke school
records. Lengel also broke the

conference record in the 100-yard
freestyle and earned the title of
the Midwest Conference Swimmer
of the Year. Larson, a member of
the softball team earned 11 home
runs throughout the season as well
as batted 34 runs in the 34 games
that she played in. Larson was also
named the Midwest Conference
Player of the Year and was honored
with a first-team selection in the
All-Great Lakes Region.
The 11th category was the
Defensive Award. This award was
given to junior Amanda Karnatz
for her performance from this
year’s softball season. Throughout
the year, Karnatz had 54 putouts
for the season, which is a feat on
its own and thoroughly worked
to prevent teams from scoring or
grabbing another base when the
opportunity arose.
The last category of the night
was the Viking Award. This is an
athlete that exudes a well-rounded character on and off the court
and in the classroom. On the men’s
side of the award was junior Cade
Francour, a member of the tennis
team. Francour helped the Vikings
win the Midwest Conference
Tournament for three seasons in
a row and was also honored as the
Team MVP. Senior Leah Reeves was
given the female side of the award.
Reeves was a member of the basketball team and finished 26th
in scoring and 18th in rebounding. She was also an Academic
All-Midwest conference selection.
Both of these athletes are members
of SAAC.
As most nights of award ceremonies go, this was a night that
will not be forgotten by all of the
Vikings that attended. The night
was well-spent remembering the
achievements of fellow Vikings,
as well as taking a break from
Lawrence’s extensive schedule that
plagues many, whether it be from
meetings, homework, recitals or
even practices. Congratulations
to all the athletes nominated and
awarded on this night.

Your Sports Section Senior Writers

STANDINGS

STANLEY CUP
PLAYOFFS
EASTERN
BOSTON BRUINS

WESTERN
ST. LOUIS VS. SAN JOSE
(4-2)

NBA FINALS
WESTERN
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS

EASTERN
MILWAUKEE VS. TORONTO
(2-1)

*Updated as of 05/21/2019*

Molly Doruska

Tina Schrage

Economics and French double major

Film major

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS

Future Plans: Conference assistant for
Lawrence University; work with editing and marketing

*Annual Lawrence Viking
Golf Outing
June 13 and 14

Cross country and track & field athlete
Future Plans: MS-PhD program at the
Dyson School of Applied Economics
and Management at Cornell University w/ focus on international development economics

@TheLawrentian

Thank You For
All Of Your
HardWork!

/Lawrentian

Wants to stay in the
Northern Midwest

@The_Lawrentian

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org

FEATURES

6

May 24, 2019

THE LAWRENTIAN

Smailyn Nicasio

Real Womxn’s Voices: Briana Faulkes

Columnist

_________________________________________________

To identify as a womxn is to expect solidarity with others who identify the same
way. The assumption that there is a universal womxn experience erases the nuances
and variety that exists. This column seeks to
address those intersections in an effort to celebrate and deconstruct the reality of womxnhood in the various ways it is expressed.
“Twenty days ‘til June 9!” Briana Faulkes
announced. At the mention of her impending
graduation, she was filled with visible excitement. Her journey at Lawrence has been one
marked with adventure, turmoil and growth.
Currently, she is looking forward to her internship at the consulting firm Willis Towers Watson this summer before starting a full-time position at
PricewaterhouseCoopers. The chapter of
her life she will soon complete has afforded
Faulkes a wealth of experiences she hopes
she can use to help younger generations.
Faulkes laughed at the irony of it all. “I
sound old, but I’m not!”
Her four years at Lawrence, however,
gives a unique perspective to gauge the
effects of changes that have occurred. She
credits the administration for the strides
they have made to be as inclusive as possible
because she has noticed a palpable change.
The way the campus functions now is
very different from how it did when Faulkes
first arrived her freshman year. At the time,
the social media app Yik Yak caused turmoil on many college campuses nationally because of cyberbullying. At Lawrence,
anonymous threats against students of color
made the campus feel dangerous for Faulkes.
Action was taken by both students
and administration that helped create not
only the new Diversity Center and its list of
demands, but the total ban of the app. The

Senior economics and ethnic studies major Briana Faulkes.
Photo by Sarah Navy.

change that came from the incident was
welcomed, but for Faulkes, it marked how
different her circumstances were from her
hometown of New York City.
Moving constantly around the New York
Tri-State area allowed Faulkes to develop an
adaptability she later utilized at Lawrence.
She names Long Island, Teaneck, the Bronx
and Manhattan as temporary residences, but
East Harlem was always synonymous with
home.
The housing projects her grandmother
lived in seemed like the nucleus for her
family no matter their actual location. Any
danger attributed to the city was lessened
by the familiarity and diversity that Harlem
provided. The safety Faulkes felt did not
stop her family from encouraging her to be
as “tough, assertive, and outspoken” as the
city was.

Environmental Organization
wants to hear your voice

Wenshu Wang
Staff Writer

_________________________________________________

Environmental Organization was founded by sophomore Jim Yang in Fall Term 2018.
The projects they have done or are currently
working on include putting compost bins in
buildings on campus, removing plastic bags
from Kate's Corner Store, putting out containers for battery recycling and getting rid
paper towels in the bathrooms.
According to Yang, this club aims to
improve the recycling system on campus,
therefore protecting the ecological system
we are living in.
Majoring in environmental studies and
piano performance, Yang noticed that parts
of LU’s recycling system are deficient. For
example, Kaplan's Café was initially the only
place on campus where a compost bin was
available for students. In order to change
that situation, Yang and other group members have put compost bins in residential
halls and some academic buildings.
These compost bins are taken care of
by students who throw the waste into the
Sustainable Lawrence University Garden’s
(SLUG) compost periodically. This project
was funded by the Student Sustainability
Fund.

Additional projects have also been completed. For example, many campus buildings now have a box for battery recycle.
Facility Services takes batteries to Interstate
Batteries for free recycling. Yang has also
negotiated with the manager of Bon Appétit
to get permission to reduce the use of plastic
bags on campus, as plastic bags are one of
the largest sources of litter in the world and
are made from non-renewable materials.
This idea was also supported by LUCC
and the wider campus as 83 out of 90
responses to the Facebook survey chose
“yes” to remove plastic bags in Kate's Corner
Store and change them to reusable bags.
The group also has future projects in the
works. They intend to get rid of paper towel
machines in the bathrooms. Yang is currently
working on a petition to make this project
possible.
Members of this organization are
expected to contribute their own ideas to
improve the recycling system on campus.
They will be able to create their own posters for public education and take care of
compost bins. Their meeting is every Sunday
at 2 p.m. in Memorial Hall 114. Everyone is
welcome to participate in the meetings.
For further questions, please contact Jim
Yang at jim.yang@lawrence.edu

Faulkes’s family felt like a subset of that
small-knit community in Harlem. The members of her family all exhibited tremendous
strength, but as role models, they also demonstrated the different types of womxnhood
that existed.
“My family is all womxn,” Faulkes
explained. “We have three men in our family. We’ve always been known as strong and
dominant. [Each womxn in the family is]
very different. They all work in different
types of fields and areas.”
As a first-generation college student,
however, Faulkes did feel different from
her family and friends back home because
of what she had experienced on campus.
Attempts to correct ignorance were met with
conflict, but Faulkes is proud of what she has
learned.
“I learned so much about myself,

about culture, ethnicity and independence,”
Faulkes said. “I learned how to be prepared
for the real world and corporate America.”
Interactions at Lawrence taught her
how to work with different people that she
might not agree with, “respect, formality,
professionalism, cordiality” and with community effort as the ultimate goal. Adjusting
from being in the safe spaces at Lawrence to
the competition in the corporate world will
take some time.
“I’m able to be myself here,” Faulkes
explained. “Lawrence is a little bit more
accepting of individuality than the working
finance world.” She said it is difficult to feel
confident in the corporate world when the
ideal image has been constructed around
white men and expressing individuality that
doesn’t match may not go over well.
During an internship experience last
summer, Faulkes realized then how she
didn’t fit into that image as a Black woman in
a space with very little womxn or people of
color. She insists there is no way to separate
her from her race and gender, but it doesn’t
stop the heightened sense of being different
from occurring.
The worry Faulkes feels about her
future is overshadowed by her determination to help. “It makes me feel really good to
know that I can help somebody, so I’m really
passionate about helping people. I enjoy
learning and then helping someone else get
that information. I always try to make specifically womxn of color feel beautiful in
their own skin after [constantly being] told
they’re not. I just want to support in any way
I can,” Faulkes said.
Her foray into the world of finance is a
strategic choice to help finance that passion.
Faulkes hopes to combine her double major
in economics and ethnic studies to continue
her mentor work and, in the future, bridge
the gaps that exist in society.

Follow our
social media!
@TheLawrentian

/Lawrentian

@The_Lawrentian

Sports Editor Needed!

6-8 hours a week
The Lawrentian is looking for anyone interested in editing with plenty of knowledge of athletics at Lawrence.
As the Sports Editor, you would be in charge of putting together the sports section of the newspaper.
This is a paid position!
If interested, send an email to lawrentian@lawrence.edu
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Karina Barajas

Senior Farewell: Karina Barajas

Columnist

_________________________________________________

Dear fellow Lawrentians,
I have been writing for The
Lawrentian for four years, and every year I
end with a farewell to the seniors. This time,
I will be graduating. I wanted to say a final
farewell to Lawrence and all the memories I
have made here.
First, I want to say farewell to all
the students, professors and staff who have
supported me throughout my journey. I
started writing for the Features section my
freshman year, writing articles about different events on campus. By junior year I had
my first column, “Hidden Figures,” where I
got to meet the wonderful staff who work
behind the scenes to make our college experience the “Lawrence Difference.”
Senior year I started a new column
called “Work It!” where other students
shared their work experiences that prepare
them for the real world outside the “bubble.”
I learned to have an interest in other people’s
lives and their answers have changed the
way I view the world.

My first memory of Lawrence was prospective student day. I had stayed overnight
with a student host. I remember taking tours
and sitting in on classes. The highlight of
my visit happened unexpectedly. I was sitting on the front steps of what I didn’t know
was President Burstein’s office, processing
what to do with all the information that was
thrown at me that day.
I was overwhelmed because I could not
imagine I would get to go out of state for
college. A butterfly landed on my shoulder.
Butterflies tend to represent change, and
I knew at that point my life was about to
change. I knew in that moment Lawrence
would be my new home for the next four
years.
I began freshman year undecided
about my major, and now I will walk across
the stage to earn my bachelor’s degree in
English. I was quiet and unsure of myself, but
through writing for ***the Lawrentian***,
working in the theatre scene shop and as a
writing tutor, I met so many amazing people
and my comfort zone was shattered.
I admit there were times when I came
home to no one, longed for the sounds and

smells of home and ate dinner by myself. In
those moments by myself I became stronger
and learned to be comfortable in my own
company.
But I also learned how to have friendships. Even though friends come and go, the
one person who always stays by your side is
yourself. Sometimes you may lose yourself
in all the stress and business of everyday
life, and those times of solitude will help you
breathe.
I have to say, I never pulled an allnighter my whole college career. But for
the seniors who have, good riddance to allnighters. Goodbye to all the laughs and tears
we have shared with our friends. Goodbye
Freshman Studies. Goodbye Plato. Goodbye
senior capstones and 25-page essays.
Goodbye convocations and visiting artists. Goodbye 10th week blues. Goodbye
spring snowstorms. Goodbye river bugs!
Through the thick and thin, we have survived
it all, and knowing that we have survived so
much together individually, we can take on
anything in life!
“Where are you going to college?” was
the classic question I was often asked com-

ing out of high school. As I leave college, the
question has changed to, “What will you do
with your life?” I used to fear that question,
because I had no idea.
I went into college with the expectation that by the time I graduated I would
know exactly who I wanted to be and where
I wanted to go. Now that I am graduating, I
realize the answer will never be definitive.
Some of the most important lessons
Lawrence has taught me include not limiting
myself to one thing, but rather trying new
things, challenging myself and questioning
everything. I will go forth into the world with
a liberal arts education which has taught me
to think critically and adapt to any situation.
The world is at my fingertips!
To be honest, I do not know what I will
be doing after Lawrence, nor where life will
take me, but I know in my heart I will always
be a Lawrentian. I hope that as class of 2019
we all come back as alumni with success in
all our endeavors and willingness to share
our experiences with the new generation of
Lawrentians.
Cheers to class of 2019! We did it!

Photo Feature Senior Edition: What will you
miss the most about Lawrence?
Photos by Anton Zemba

“Cloak theatre, because of the sentimental
memories: tears, laughter and drama.”
—Ming Montgomery

“The abandoned train tracks down by
the river. For the beautiful view and the
ability to think in peace.”
—Umer Amer

“The lounge on the fourth floor of
Hiett. It was always a cozy place to do
homework.”
—Samridhi Tuladhar
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IGLU’s “Minimal Impact”

Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Monday, May 20, in Esch
Hurvis, the Improvisational Group
of Lawrence University (IGLU) performed their last show of the year.
Directed by Matt Turner, the group
improvised a piece, and while it
was not titled because it had never
been done before, the show was
named “Minimal Impact.” The
ensemble consisted of students
from all different areas of the
Conservatory. There were strings,
horns, vocalists and other instruments including an old radio and
even a blanket. It was quite the
array of musicians, but the performance was enough to prove that
they all could make it work well.
The falling light in Esch Hurvis
fit the mood well as the players
slowly chimed in. The playing
stayed suspiciously ambient until,
slowly but surely, it made its way to
a more purposeful sound. The flute
and saxophone created a jarring
tension several times throughout
the movement. For a good portion
of the piece there was an overall
unsettling feeling which was very
effective. The piece closed with
a beautiful section by the cellos,
viola and violins. It was a contrast
to the rest of the piece and felt like
a pleasant resolve. The whole performance lasted about 45 minutes.
A distinguishable aspect of
this performance was how well
all of the players listened to and
watched each other. Of course, in
any ensemble, everyone must do
both of these things to create a
good performance, but improvisational music is very reliant on that.
No one knew what the musicians
were going to create going into

Milou de Meij

Improv Group ofLawrence University (IGLU) members in their final performance of the school year.
Photo by Taylor Blackson

the performance, but because they
were able to be in-tune to one
another, they were able to create
something unique and well composed. The performance could otherwise have easily fallen apart, but
they were able to bring themselves
together for the sake of the music.
A cool tactic used by several
of the members of IGLU was their

add-ons to the music outside of
their instruments. Sophomore Ben
Portzen used a live recording of
a Christian radio show to build
onto the sound being created. He
would listen to what the pastor
was saying, and when he heard
something he liked, he would blast
the radio over the whole ensemble.
This technique definitely added to

the eeriness of the beginning of
the piece. The other part that made
this performance special was that
the natural sounds from Warch
added to the music. For example,
there were some kids yelling in the
other room, and a musician took
this and replicated the yelling as
part of the piece. This worked surprisingly well and was entertaining

to watch unfold.
After talking to a few audience
members, it seemed that everyone
thought this spring performance
was the best of this year. The title
of the show was well suited to the
actual performance. Every member’s “minimal impact” added to
the improvisation and developed it
into a real live composition.

Reflections on a five-year journey

Columnist
______________________________________

When I first came to Lawrence,
I was so excited to be attending
a Conservatory. Coming from a
small town that didn’t have that
many musical opportunities, I was
thrilled to immerse myself in a
classical music community. My
dream was to be a pianist, and in
my mind that career felt very clearly and narrowly defined around the
traditional Western classical music
canon and traditional performance
venues. I scoffed at contemporary
music, jazz and pop, and was completely uninterested in any of the
world music concerts. Everything
that wasn’t Beethoven or Mozart
was just noise in the way of my
classical goals.
The first few years were
incredibly difficult. While driven, I
was not a “good student.” I interrogated everything and was always
fearlessly myself. These personal
qualities have never mixed well
with classical music. A long time
ago (not at Lawrence) a teacher
told me that my curiosity and constant questioning were what was
holding me back from being a great
pianist. For years I internalized the
thought that my personality was
my greatest flaw, and I remember feeling incredibly jealous of my
peers who seemingly did everything their teachers told them to
absolutely perfectly. Why couldn’t
I do this? Why was it such a battle
for me?
At first, this was a fight I was

determined to win. I clung to my
narrow-minded goals as a desperate attempt to prove that I was
strong enough to resist the constant tide always threatening to
pull me away from the classical
music I loved. I practiced five to
eight hours a day and never said
no to an opportunity. No one was
going to hold me back, definitely
not myself.
At the end of my junior year,
I burned out. I had been taking
30 credits, playing in three serious chamber ensembles, accompanying 10 people and trying to
learn a really difficult concerto. I
felt gutted after the loss of a competition where I felt I had poured
everything I had into the performance, and my mind was blown
by the musicology sequence when
I learned about the really darkly
exclusive hierarchies and attitudes
my narrow-minded, canon-focused
goals were informed by.
I felt uncreative, lost and like
everyone had a say in my musicmaking except me. One day, I wandered in to a student jazz recital
where the student played all his
own compositions. There was
something about the performance
that transported me right back to
the very first moment I’d fallen in
love with music, and then I realized
this feeling was exactly what I had
been missing all along.
So I quit piano.
It hurt at first to let go of my
dreams, but it was the best decision I’ve ever made. The noise of
all those expectations and the per-

fectionist pressure cleared and I
felt free to try other things. I played
the djembe in a West African drumming group, wrote poetry, attempted to learn guitar, bought a melodica, hiked in the woods, worked the
breakfast shift at a hotel, moved to
Russia. The internal battles inside
me quieted and I felt free and light.
A few months into the break,
though, I started to miss piano. I
learned a handful of small things
like an easy Scriabin prelude on
the electric keyboard in my dingy
school closet in Russia. I also
attended some beautiful concerts—operas, symphonies, ballets
and recitals that left me breathlessly in love with classical music
all over again.
As I fell in love again, I slowly
realized that classical music is not
the devil, it’s the attitude.
At first, I was so angry. I was
upset at a tradition that preserved
itself like a museum piece, sterilized by its perfectionism and standardization of interpretation. I was
upset with myself for allowing this
industry to tell me that my curiosity and sense of self were fundamental flaws. I was so upset at the
ivory towers of old school tradition that dismiss all other forms
of musicking as not worth one’s
time. How could I have allowed
these values to infiltrate myself to
the point that my love of music
was killed? That swirling, hurling
mass of noise that made me forget
those first moments when I truly
fell in love.
I soothed my anger with love

and exploration. Starting with my
senior recital, I reclaimed my love
and agency by performing works
I really cared about, improvising
and inviting the audience to lie
around me on the floor in the dark
for a piece. In this past year I’ve
been able to study voice, improvisation, songwriting, Afro-Cuban
music, Samba, deep listening and
contact improvisation. I was able to
intern at Carnegie Hall and learn a
lot about the powers of music and
community building.
None of this would have
been possible if I hadn’t attended
a school that did not punish me
for having an existential crisis but
rather embraced and supported
me in all my explorations. I’m so
grateful to the many teachers who
welcomed me, a complete beginner, into their classes and ensembles. In the classical sphere, I have
been incredibly lucky to have had a
piano teacher who has always supported my musical and personal
growth. At the end of the day, I can
finally look myself in the mirror
and say I play music for me and
mean it. There is no more noise.
This is a journey I write about
a lot because I do not want others
to feel alone as I did in their struggles with the difficult and complex
journey of becoming a musician. I
want to encourage people to constantly push boundaries, interrogate traditions, blend disciplines
and fearlessly allow themselves to
become beginners again.
The harmful attitudes of
exclusivity and perfectionism are

not unique to classical music. No
musical tradition is perfect and it’s
up to us to shape the future of
music-making as we want it to be.
It’s not enough to talk about the
importance of artistic individuality, diversity and inclusion without
actually practicing it. Make time
to find a piece by an unknown
and underrepresented composer
that really moves you and learn it.
Spend a term in the Improv Group
of Lawrence University exploring
sounds on your instrument that
you never knew were possible
before. Join a world music ensemble and immerse yourself in a new
tradition. Start a band. Play a new
instrument. Compose a piece or
song! Commission a piece from a
living composer. Play! Take risks.
Ask, “Why?” Face your doubts,
fears and insecurities, hold them,
listen to them and work with them.
Take time to really listen to yourself and your surroundings. Don’t
let the noise sweep you away.
Music has such incredible
powers of communication and connection. It can build communities,
cross boundaries and open people up to think in new ways. We
cannot allow ourselves to let the
noise of expectations and worries
take away that love and power.
Music, life, exploration and connection; they are all too important
to be mummified by attitudes of
superiority and perfectionism. The
change must continue.
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“Tension” in senior
capstone
Camille Robertson

Staff Writer
______________________________________

On Friday, May 17, senior
Edmond Hood premiered his
senior project “Tension,” a series of
three 10-minute one-acts, separate
in plot but connected in theme: tension in relationships. Hood directed two of the plays, “An Evening
Crossword” by Kimberly Megna
and “A Bar Scene” by Hood. The
final scene, “A Bowl of Soup,” was
written by Eric Lane and directed
by senior Dana Cordry.
“An Evening Crossword” began
when the lights came up on two
girls, Kerry and Renee, played by
juniors Hailey Edwards and Taylor
Blackson, respectively. Kerry was
focused on a crossword puzzle and
was continuously asking Renee
for help. After a moment, their
roommate Jackie, played by junior
Nora McKirdie, entered the scene
in a huff, clearly distressed about
something. Jackie explained her
panic to her roommates: she had
overheard some frat boys talking
about how they only invited girls
who they thought would “loosen
up” with some drinks to their party
which their fourth roommate,
Maxie (played by freshman Lexi
Praxl) had planned to attend. The
three bickered about what to do
until Jackie yelled, “The girls aren’t
going to have a choice!” Suddenly,
Maxie entered and it is revealed
that she is not particularly nice
or well-liked by the other girls.
When Maxie exited the room, the
girls argued about whether to tell
her what Jackie overheard. Maxie
entered again before the other girls
came to any conclusion and she left
before anyone could stop her. The
scene ended on a cliffhanger.
The next scene, “A Bar Scene,”
starred sophomore O’Ryan Brown
as Red, freshman Riley Newton
as Noah and junior Maren Dahl
as Willow. The three friends were
enjoying a night out. It became
evident that Willow and Red are
in a relationship and that Noah is a
longtime friend of Red’s. While Red
was in the bathroom, Willow told
Noah that she and Red are moving
to London together in the fall. Noah
was shocked and hurt that Red had
not bothered to mention this to
him. When Red got back, Willow
left and Noah confronted Red
with an angry monologue about
how betrayed he felt, admitting
that he has always had feelings for
him. Red responded, “That entire
monologue was just such dramatic
bullshit…you’re so stuck in your

head that you didn’t realize I had a
crush on you, too.” But, despite his
feelings, he said he was going to
move to London with Willow and
marry her. Noah became furious
and the argument escalated until
a physical fight broke out. They
stopped only after unintentionally
locking eyes. They stared at each
other, then hugged. “I love you,” said
Red. “I love you, too,” Noah replied.
The lighting shifted and the actors
returned to the barstools and suddenly time has been rewound. The
scene returned to the second Red
apologized for not telling Noah his
plans to move abroad. This time,
Noah responded calmly, and we are
made aware that the fight was only
in Noah’s head.
“A Bowl of Soup” was the final
and perhaps most intense one-act.
The set was an apartment kitchen
inhabited by two brothers: Eddie,
played by senior Jason Lau, and
Robbie, played by Hood. Eddie was
talking at Robbie about the canned
soup he was preparing to make.
Robbie was silent. Eddie put the
soup on the stove top and remarked
to Robbie that he should not have
just buzzed him into the apartment without checking to see who
it was. What if he had been a murderer? Robbie said nothing. “Are
you okay?” asked Eddie. Still, nothing. Eddie continued to drone on
at Robbie, eventually mentioning a
time capsule that he remembered
them burying 20 years ago in the
backyard of their childhood home.
He said he thought something,
maybe a dog, has been trying to
dig it up; he heard something digging back there in the night. Eddie
moved away from this topic. He
talked about kitchenettes, mystery
novels and money problems, and at
no point did Robbie respond. Then
Eddie said, “I understand you’re in
pain. His parents. Their son died of
AIDS. I understand they’re in pain,
they should just think that somebody else might be, too.” He went
further, continually referencing
somebody named David. He was
about to drop it when Robbie said,
“It wasn’t a dog. It was me…I keep
thinking he is in that jar. David…
It’s like a part of me knew, but I just
had to see.” Suddenly, he began sobbing hysterically. Eddie embraced
his brother and we quickly piece
together that Robbie was mad with
grief after the death of his partner.
When Robbie’s sobs subsided, a
timer went off—the soup is done.
Hood gave an excellent performance and should be congratulated on a marvelous senior capstone.

Visiting Professor delivers thoughtprovoking lecture on “Cities and Cinema”
Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Barbara Mennel, a professor at the University of Florida,
screened the 2015 film “Tangerine”
on Thursday, May 18, in the Warch
Campus Center Cinema. Afterward,
she gave a talk concerning the relationship between urban spaces and
the cinema and how “Tangerine”
is an important addition to that
discussion. Mennel is the Rothman
Chair and Director of the Center for
Humanities and the Public Sphere
at UF and holds joint appointment
in the German and Film Studies
departments. She hails from
Germany and has published several books including “Cities and
Cinema” from which this lecture
draws its argument.
Her lecture was titled
“Intimacy and Immediacy: iPhone
Aesthetics in Tangerine (2015).”
She began with a history of North
American cinema, focusing on its
history of race. She pointed to
“Birth of a Nation” as being one of
the seminal films that portrayed
the Ku Klux Klan as heroic. It is
still studied today not as a monument to racism, but for its place
in the history of filmmaking and
how it rethinks narrative in film.
She moved onto the integrated

Hollywood of the 1950s and 60s,
examining films like “West Side
Story” and “Guess Who’s Coming
to Dinner” which strived to make
race relations and themes of gang
violence palatable to a white audience. In the 1970s there came what
Mennel called the LA Rebellion,
where a group of radical black
filmmakers strove to poetically
and realistically portray the black
experience in urban America with
films like “Killer of Sheep.” Jumping
ahead a few decades, Mennel discussed the 1990s, where films like
“Boyz n the Hood” and “Menace
II Society” cemented the “ghetto” genre, which would soon go
global with films like “Slumdog
Millionaire” and “City of God.”
She also briefly touched on 21st
century variations on this genre
like “Sorry to Bother You” and
“Blindspotting” before turning to
a quick rundown of the history of
Queer Cinema. She touched on the
openly gay films of the Weimar
era in Germany, the homosocial
American melodramas of the
1950s and then the sometimes
homophobic, sometimes liberating
films of the 1980s like “Cruising”
and the “Torch Song Trilogy.” The
90s brought with it the New Queer
Cinema films that were the first
to include explicit intersections of

race and sexuality, like “Looking for
Langston” and “Paris is Burning.”
This brought us to “Tangerine,” a
film that follows two black trans
women, Sin-Dee and Alexandra, as
they journey through Los Angeles
looking for Sin-Dee’s boyfriend
who cheated on her while she
was in prison. The film takes place
on Christmas Eve, the first day of
Sin-Dee’s release. The film was
directed by Sean Baker and was
shot using modified iPhones which
cheaply create cinematic widescreen compositions and provide
the film with some of its more
intimate moments between the
characters. All of this is centered
around a constant movement; SinDee is always on the move and
the camera behaves accordingly.
We are provided with a view of
LA not normally shown in films,
but that members of the audience
who were familiar with LA said
felt very authentic. The film does
not show stereotypical LA glamour,
but rather the harsh realities of the
most marginalized sections of society. The film has created a new way
for cinema to engage with urban
spaces, Mennel argued, and does so
by doing right by the authenticities
of race and sexuality that permeate
the conversation about marginalization today.

Photo Feature:
VioLA studio recital
Photo by Julia Balestri

Sophomore Emily McCabe performing at the Viola Studio recital May 19.
Photo by Julia Balestri.

The Lawrentian
is selling cotton candy!

When: Saturday May 25 from 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Where: LUaroo!
How Much: $2
Why: To make your student newspaper better!
Bring this ad to our table and get two for the price of one!
We accept cash or Venmo cash transfer
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Reproductive rights are human rights

Body Talk: Cartoons and
the norm of thinness
Olivia Omura

If you were to get into a car accident tomorrow and were in need of a kidney transplant to save your life, would the doctors be able to mandate that a compatible donor
give you the needed organ? The answer is no. Bodily autonomy in the field of medicine is
valued above most everything else and no person is required to give up their autonomy
to assist another person—even in life-and-death scenarios. So why would we require
pregnant individuals to give up their bodily autonomy for the sake of an embryo or fetus
that may or may not even be classified as human?
The recent reproductive restrictions put in place in the states of Alabama, Georgia,
Ohio, Kentucky and Mississippi threaten the well-being and lives of hundreds of thousands of people in those states who deserve access to safe abortions. With a conservative
majority now in the Supreme Court, the goal of these laws is, in part, to lead up to the
repeal of Roe v. Wade (1973), which would open up the possibility of nationwide abortion bans. However, this is not what most Americans want—a July 2018 Gallup poll found
that 64% of Americans would like the ruling to stay in place. In addition, 80% felt that
abortion should stay legal in cases such as rape or incest and many of the new restrictions
lack these exceptions. Considering the gulf between public opinion and public policy here,
direct action is more important than ever.
We recommend that those who are interested in learning more take the time to
read over the judicial opinions of Roe v. Wade (1973) as well as Planned Parenthood of
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992.) Taking the time to understand the issue from
a legal perspective will be helpful for everyone, regardless of the opinions they hold. As
emotional as it is for people of all beliefs, what matters (or what should matter) to legislatures and the Supreme Court is the legal arguments—the way in which the Constitution
is interpreted. The rights of those who are affected are at stake. Though there are medical and ethical concerns involved, the question that the Supreme Court must answer is
simple: does the right to privacy, as inferred from the Bill of Rights, extend to a person’s
relationship with their doctor? While the question is a simple one, it opens a whole can of
worms and introduces a slew of other questions that must be considered. Does the state’s
interest in protecting human life bend more towards pregnant people or toward collections of cells? Where does the line get drawn, legally?
For those seeking assistance in the matter, Professor Emeritus of Government Minoo
Adenwalla has an in depth understanding and background in the legal arguments.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit
for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and
should not be more than 350 words.

Zach Fithian

Columnist

______________________________________

In our society, thin bodies are
idealized and heavily normalized.
This is significant, since not every
beauty standard leaves everyone
else feeling abnormal or unattractive. We uphold this norm of thinness in some major ways: by medicalizing body size, limiting accessibility in public spaces and emphasizing “health” and diet culture at
every turn. We also perpetuate the
norm in smaller ways that can have
huge impacts on the way we view
larger bodies.
Though they may seem trivial in the grand scheme of things,
animated depictions of people
provide clues into how society
views thin bodies versus larger
ones. Animations are often hyperexpressive, depicting impossible or
exaggerated physical characteristics. The potential for a diversity of
body types is high in these forms
of media. Unfortunately, they often
fail in portraying them positively,
if at all.
Emojis have been diversified
to include a rainbow pride flag,
people in a variety of skin tones
and activities of different cultures.
Yet, every person represented has
the same ultra-thin cartoon body.
The point of an emoji is to represent the reality of human existence
in a fun, interactive way. What does
it say about larger bodies when
they are not included at all? That
they do not exist. That we do not
want to see them. That fat bodies
are so abnormal that they cannot
be seen eating, dancing, shopping,
being in love or doing any of the
countless things that thin bodies
do.
Similarly, Snapchat’s Bitmoji

app can produce endless permutations of hair colors and styles,
makeup looks, clothing and accessories, yet it struggles to produce
a realistic-looking fat body. Bitmoji
allows users to pick from three very
similar thin body types, giving only
one option for anyone outside of
that “norm.” All of the thin options
have narrow shoulders, a small
waist and a thigh gap. The only fat
option has broad shoulders with a
rounded midsection and comparatively smaller legs. Looking at the
bodies side-by-side, it is impossible
to ignore the differences in how
they are depicted. The fat Bitmoji
is not simply the thin body scaled
up, but a completely different body
type, one that is constantly reviled
and made fun of in the real world.
Of course, there are people
who naturally have that body type;
however, to reduce all fat people
to that cartoonish shape, which
is clearly exaggerated for comedic effect, is both dehumanizing
and deeply sad. Body shapes are
not jokes. Fat is distributed differently on every body, and those
shapes deserve to be included as
options. This issue reminds me
of makeup companies who make
foundation ranges that include a
million shades for light skin and
only a few for darker skin. In doing
so, they send a very clear message:
these are the people we want to
use our products. These are the
people we will pay to model in our
ad campaigns, share on our social
media and hire to work for our
company. Everyone else will just
have to compromise or assimilate.
When larger bodies are represented in cartoons, they often
take on the stereotypical characteristics we as a society associate

See page 12

Having a gay old time...in Russia?

For The Lawrentian

______________________________________

If you have read my previous article or are knowledgeable
of Russian politics and social life,
you know already that Russia has
struggled to respect its LGBTQ+
citizens. Given that I had studied
Russian for four years prior to my
departure for St. Petersburg, I was
also aware of this and was nothing if not nervous to be living in
the country as a gay man for four
months. However, upon returning home this past December, I
was surprised by how different
my experience was from what I
expected. I will tell you about my
doubts, realizations and even small
adventures I had during my fall in
St. Petersburg this academic year.
Before I begin my story, I
should clarify that I am a white,
cisgender man who identifies as
gay who does not often stray from
the appearances and mannerisms
which are categorized as “straight.”
This is to say that my experiences
and observations are from a particular and, in this case, privileged
point of view, and other LGBTQ+
folx undoubtedly have alternative
experiences and thoughts. In tell-

ing my tale, I hope only to add to
the stories already out there, not
invalidate those that others may
have.
Before leaving for the motherland, I had done quite a bit of
asking around about what life was
like for LGBTQ+ people over there.
After all, what better way to get an
idea than to ask people who had
been there themselves? Thus, over
my first two years at Lawrence,
I prepared for the possibility of
studying abroad by talking to professors, peers and even someone in
the university’s higher administration. The answer was more or less
the same: it is Russia. Things are
not great, but it is not the worst
place to be. Plenty of LGBTQ+ people exist over there and as long
as you are quiet about it, you will
be fine. Although these sentiments
didn’t quite relieve me of anxiety
for obvious reasons, they did convince me that I would be okay.
From the time I got to the JFK
Airport for my flight to Moscow
and then St. Petersburg, I was tightlipped about anything LGBTQ+. For
the first few weeks in Russia, I
was back in the closet and trying to focus my energy on getting
used to daily life. Even as I start-

ed to become closer with fellow
Americans, I avoided any sort of
conversation about relationships
or attraction. Even though it was
more or less clear that the group
I was with was liberal, as was the
college where we were studying, I
was not about to take any chances
and ruin a term when the word
got out.
After a few weeks, I started
to get more comfortable in St.
Petersburg and in my academic
setting, so I went to talk to my
program manager about LGBTQ+
organizations and the opportunity
to volunteer for them during my
semester. The conversation was
initially designed to determine
whether or not it was safe, but
upon finding that the answer was
yes, I found out more. As we talked,
he was able to point me in the
direction of organizations I didn’t
even know existed, and I was soon
able to contact someone and schedule a meeting. After that, we talked
more generally about LGBTQ+ life
in the city and he even mentioned
that the gay bars—there are two!—
were safe. This was a total eyeopener for me and it all went up
from there. I started to talk about
being gay with American friends,

and though I can’t say the same for
my Russian friends, I wasn’t afraid
to let out a “yass honey” every now
and then.
Going back to my conversation
with my program manager, the first
group he recommended me to was
Действие ([dyestvie], “Action”),
due to a connection with a former student. After working with
my contact for what must have
been at least two weeks, we finally
met and talked about the organization, which is when I got a more
nuanced view of Russia’s LGBTQ+
community. When he gave me a
rundown of Действие, he told me
who they supported and who they
did not. For instance, I found that
the acronym LGBT was being used
more exclusively, as the group was
not concerned with more “trendy”
topics, like intersectional feminism
and non-binary genders. Yikes.
Fortunately, he mentioned that
another group, Выход ([vyhud],
“Coming Out”), did concern itself
with “recent trends,” so I knew
exactly where to go next.
Unfortunately for me, if
Действие took a long time to
get back to me, Выход took even
longer. By the time I was finally
able to go to their orientation, it

was the beginning of November
and the term was nearing its end.
Nevertheless, I went to the orientation, which was an educational experience to say the least.
Walking into the space was so nice;
even though it was an averagesized room, the walls were lined
with LGBTQ+ books, resources and
flags. Plus, it was a warm shelter from the frigid November rain.
Quickly afterwards, I got to meet
a handful of LGBTQ+ Russians.
Though I didn’t interact with them
for long, learning about their personalities and experiences and
how to introduce one’s pronouns
in Russian were enlightening
moments. Following introductions,
the presentation began and I found
out what Выход does, which is
a wide variety of things. Выход
provides support and resources
for LGBTQ+-identifying individuals and judicial support for those
accused of discriminatory charges. It also has a support group
for parents of LGBTQ+ youth and
organizes flash mobs, protests and
other activist work. However, being
an American only moderately proficient in Russian with limited time

See page 12
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Ask a Senior: Advice on life and Lawrence

The Mortar Board Senior
Honors Society
For The Lawrentian

______________________________________

As our time at Lawrence
comes to an end, we, the members
of the Mortar Board Senior Honors
Society, have been reflecting on
the past four years with nostalgia and…embarrassment. Every
member of the Class of 2019 has
made mistakes and learned lessons the hard way. So, before we
move on to life after Lawrence,
we would like to share some of
our hard-earned wisdom with the
underclass community. Over the
past week, Mortar Board provided
spaces in the Center for Academic
Success and the Seeley G. Mudd
Library for students to ask questions about Lawrence and life, and
now we have the answers!
How do I not regret my past four
years as I reflect on them?
“Don’t minimize the hardships that
you faced during the last four years
that may have caused you to do
things you regret or miss out on
opportunities. Focus on the positive things that you did accomplish
and the relationships you did build
without comparing yourself to others. You have your whole life ahead
of you to do great things so don’t
get stuck in past regrets.”
—Sarah Woody
“Everyone changes and grows
throughout college—it’s pretty
much inevitable. I admit it can be

very hard to see or acknowledge
my own growth, but it certainly is
present and others are bound to
have noticed. Take some time to sit
down with your advisor or consider using our counseling services.
I am not sure how close people
tend to be with their advisors in
the College, but being a performance major in the Conservatory,
my advisor is my clarinet professor
who has worked with me on a regular basis and can testify for how
much I have grown, even when I
feel like I am not at my best.”
—Abbey Atwater
“Spend a lot of time with your
friends! Talk about what you guys
have done together. Focus on how
amazing the things you have done
are rather than the things you wish
you did. And also remember that
graduating isn’t the end of anything, you’re just getting started!”
—Gustav Schwen
What do you wish you knew
about sooner to help you succeed in school and life?
“There’s only one person who
needs to believe you can be successful with your dreams: yourself.
You might not get the encouragement you think you need, but that’s
not what will keep you from coming back and working past difficulties. Encourage yourself, know
what you’re capable of and convince yourself of what you know
you can do.”
—Charlotte Noble

Cis-splaining

Mara Kissinger
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

“You’re not really trans.” “Yeah,
but not all trans people experience
dysphoria.” “Some trans people
really need surgery.” “Trans means
going from one sex to another.” I’ve
heard these things from people I
know who know I’m trans and who
seem to think they know better
than me. They seem to think they
have some sort of expertise I lack,
that they know some sort of secret
I don’t about being trans. What
sparked me to talk about this is
the fact that this has come up in
my life recently, and I essentially
sat there in anger and stunned
silence as I had someone mansplain trans issues to me. If I have
not made it abundantly clear, I am
trans. I identify as non-binary and
am dysphoric. Yet, there are some
cisgender people who think they
know more about being trans than
I do. Of course, they do not.
I do not profess to being an
expert on all trans people, but if
there is a trans person in your
presence, you should not explain
trans issues to them. We are not
a homogenous community, so you
may see different perspectives
from different trans people. Some
trans people don’t think that nonbinary people exist, some think
that you have to have dysphoria to
be trans and some think that it is
a mental disorder to be trans. All
of the above are ideas I disagree
with and think are harmful. I think
that we should do our research and
come to our own conclusions and
be able to disagree with people.
But, I think that when talking to a
trans person as a cis person, you
should listen and try to learn. Don’t
try to school them on issues such
as surgery or the trans community.
When you tell me how I am

supposed to think or feel about
issues in my life, it invalidates my
experiences. One trans friend who
has one experience does not inform
my own opinions and thoughts as a
different trans person. Your own
trans friend who went through
something does not make you the
expert who can then school me on
it. If my own opinions are marginalizing non-binary people or other
gender non-conforming individuals, then it would make sense to
question that and to maybe push
back on it. However, you should
never come at it with the urge
to school the person on any part
of “the trans experience,” because
then it is assuming that somehow you have some higher level
of learning that you can impart
on them. The patronizing tone of
such wisdom will make any trans
person want to scream. One thing
we do have in common as a community is that we often get told
that we do not know what we are
doing, we do not know what we
are saying, we are confused and we
need the benevolent cis people to
come and set us straight.
Do I think you do not get to
have an opinion on trans issues?
No. Do you get to patronize me and
pretend that you must teach me
something about the trans community? Absolutely not. At the
end of the day, you could do as
much research as you want and
read every single book written
by and about trans people, but it
will never erase experience as the
ultimate teacher. I have lived with
all the emotional scars of feeling
out of place and foreign, have had
to learn about the different views
in the trans community, seen and
experienced passing privilege and
know what it’s like to be dysphoric.
All of these things have made me an

See page 12

“Take your sleep seriously! If you
have a pretty consistent sleep
schedule and get at least seven
hours you have more energy, focus
better and end up remembering
more for tests and quizzes.”
—Emma Saiz
“There are so many micro-grants
available to aid student travel! As
long as you apply thoroughly and
far enough in advance, you could
easily take a month-long educational summer trip to another
country, on Lawrence’s coin, every
year.”
—Emmi Zheng
How many seniors does it take to
plan a fundraiser?
“Three to five on a good day.”
—Katherine Stein

“Planning a fundraiser can be an
overwhelming task when you’ve
never done it before. If you know
each other’s strengths and play
into those, I think three to five
seniors is a good number—not too
many and not too few.”
—Celine Stichert
“16 if you are accounting for
senioritis.”
—Emily Midyette
What should I do if I feel like my
advisor is not giving me good
advice?
“Find a professor you trust and get
a second opinion. Your academic

advisor doesn’t have to be the only
person giving you advice.”
—Anna Cohen

“I know many friends who have
expressed such concerns. They
have taken different approaches.
First, if you know your advisor
is not in the field you want to
major in, you could switch to someone in your field. Obviously, your
previous advisor would not have
hard feelings. After all, you are no
longer majoring in their field. If
your advisor is in your major, it is
likely going to be harder to change
advisors. You could think about
some faculty you trust and could
get good advice from and ask them
about courses. Also, be more active,
seek advice and pose questions
rather than just presenting your
schedule and waiting for your advisor to give you advice.”
—Qiushan Liu
“This is probably because your
advisor does not understand what
your goal or dream is yet; you can
either communicate completely
with your advisor or consult with
other professors, friends or family
members, but most importantly, it
is your own choice.”
—Linh Nguyen
What are the “hidden gems” of
the Lawrence campus?
“Mind spa! YMCA membership!
Somerset room! VR on a low-key
night!”
—Charlotte Noble

“The Makerspace in the library.
There are so many cool and unexpected machines and materials
there: 3D printers, a vinyl cutter
that allows you to make any shape
of sticker, paints and markers, a
sewing machine and a new laser
cutter that can create detailed
designs in pretty much any medium—paper, wood, leather, cardboard, etc.”
—Emmi Zheng
“There’s quite a few depending
on what you are looking for. For
studying: the Rodger Dale Kruse
Room on the fourth floor of the
library. For career or internship
help: Michelle Cheney at the CLC.
For relaxing: the massage chair
on the fourth floor of Hiett, the
walking trails behind Trever to feel
like you are in nature or the wood
structures by Briggs.”
—Anna Pell
Mortar Board would like to
thank Reference and Learning
Technologies Librarian Angela
Vanden Elzen for providing question-asking space in the Seeley
G. Mudd Library and Associate
Dean of Academic Success Julie
Haurykiewicz for providing space
in the Center for Academic Success.
Unfortunately, we did not have
room in this article to answer every
question asked, but we encourage
every underclass student to reach
out to their friendly neighborhood
seniors for advice and guidance!

On This Day in History...

Simone Levy
Columnist

______________________________________

In 2005 I was seven, so it is
no surprise that I missed out on
the greatest album of all time:
2005 was the year that “Monkey
Business” by The Black Eyed Peas
was released. The album is made
up of 15 absolute bangers—some
are individual hits in their own
respect while others remain hidden treasures—blessed with the
talents of Justin Timberlake, Q-Tip,
James Brown, CeeLo Green, John
Legend, Jack Johnson and Sting, to
name a few. I will first go through
the album song by song and then
dive deeper into the reasons why
“Monkey Business” is the best
album of all time.
The album starts off with two
of the most popular songs: “Pump
It” and “Don’t Phunk With My
Heart.” These two songs, while legendary cultural relics and undoubtedly standards of the early 2000s,
represent the sort of mainstream
bops that The Black Eyed Peas are
known for and do not fully encapsulate the overflowing talent contained in this album.
The third track is “My Style,”
which features the beautiful songbird we know as Justin Timberlake
and is arguably one of the best
songs on the album. It starts out
with a syncopated repetition of the
refrain “Lord have mercy” building
up alongside a sweaty beat until
Justin dives into the hook with the
line, “I know that you like my style.”
The many repeating refrains that
alternate between the voices of
Justin Timberlake, Will.i.am, apl.
de.ap and Taboo provide for a viscous groove that folds arrogance
into gospel in a hot and yeasty
dough.
Fourth on the album, “Don’t
Lie,” which begins with a lilting

orchestral passage, highlights
Fergie’s saccharine voice as she
links the hooks to the verses as
rapped by Will.i.am and apl.de.ap.
“Don’t Lie” really diversifies the
album, as it provides an outlet for
traditional acoustic pop that the
Peas are not always known for.
Next on the album is probably the most well-known song,
despite it not coming out as a single
before the full release of the album.
This, of course, is “My Humps.”
Fergie’s sugary voice reappears
as she is featured heavily in this
track. This song, while provocative
and repetitive almost to a fault,
contains some of the best lines in
the entire album, like “mix your
milk with my Cocoa Puffs/milky,
milky Cocoa/mix your milk with
my Cocoa puffs/milky, milky right,”
and “They say I’m really sexy/the
boys they want to sex me,” which
are legendary one-liners in pop
culture today. The best part of “My
Humps,” however, is the soulful
piano outro as Will.i.am chants, “So
real,” in reference to said humps.
The sixth track is “Like
That,” which opens with a rhapsodic string medley sampled from
Astrud Gilberto’s “Who Can I Turn
to” that leads into guest star Q-Tip’s
verse, littered with expertly cultivated rhymes. Along with the
guests on this track, “Like That”
also harkens back to the golden
days of rap as it samples and references the iconic tune “Can I Kick
It?” as well as “Show Business”
and “The Infamous Date Rape”—a
reference to Kobe Bryant’s rape
trial in 2003—all by A Tribe Called
Quest, one of the best rap groups
of all time.
“Dum Diddly” is the next song;
it is a fast-paced song in a minor
key, easily lending itself to a lot of
headbanging. “Feel It” is another
catchy song featuring a heavy beat

and beautifully rendered sexual
lyrics. “Gone Going” shakes the
album up a little bit, bringing in
the acoustic vibes of Jack Johnson
and his song “Gone.” At this point
in the album, a light acoustic jam
comes as a much-needed breather
from all of these utter ragers. Then,
“They Don’t Want Music” plunges
us right back into the world of
ragers and features James Brown,
recalling the “phunk” of the old
school days of passing beats and
passing joints. Next comes “Disco
Club,” which is classic funky Peas,
layering the immense talents of
Fergie, Taboo and Will.i.am.
“Bebot” is where Monkey
Business really shines. The song
is in Tagalog and celebrates the
Filipino heritage of band member apl.de.ap. The word “bebot” is
Tagalog for “babe,” and the song
evokes apl.de.ap’s immutable
appreciation of his Filipino history.
The song is exciting, loud and dripping with adrenaline. It is one of
those bops that you just want to
scream the words to even though
you cannot speak Tagalog.
Next we reach “Ba Bump,”
which is absolutely saturated with
sex and vulgarity in such a way
that constitutes pure, unadulterated poetry. Some beloved lines in
this song include “look imma be
real blunt/we punch cops,” and “if
you got boobies baby keep ‘em all
plump.”
The next song is my favorite song on the album. It is called
“Audio Delite at Low Fidelity” and
it is absolute fire. The beat is Tribe
Called Quest-esque, yet somehow
uniquely Will.i.am. The lyrics are
rhyme-filled and the hook pulls
you in like one of those stretchy
sticky hands. The best line in this
song by far is, “three’s for your
body and four’s for the ambience,”

See page 12
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Photo Poll

Sarah Navy

Staff Photographer

What Milkshake Monday flavor would you like to see in Kaplan’s Café?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
that appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“Chocolate brownie.”
—Adjedmaa Ali

“Strawberry.”
—Taneya Garcia

“Something NON-dairy.”
—Kye Harris

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline

“Matcha.”
—Hoa Huynh

“Rum and Raisin.”
—Louric Rankine

“Blueberry banana.”
—Mary Oludayo

—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency and
grammar.

Body talk

Tim Moyer

“Cookie dough.”
—Shonell Benjamin

“Cookies ‘n cream.”
—Daniela Villagomez

Letter to the Editor

For The Lawrentian

______________________________________

I write to express my concern about the Gender Inclusive
Facilities Resolution passed by
LUCC. The resolution calls on
Lawrence University to make as
many as two-thirds of all restrooms on campus gender-neutral
by next fall, effectively eliminating
most gender-specific restrooms.
This will reduce privacy and safety
for students.
The Residence Hall Bill of
Rights states that students have
“the right to enjoy personal privacy.” The current single-occupancy restrooms ensure privacy for
transgender students. The current
gender-specific restrooms ensure
privacy for the rest of the student
body. This resolution prioritizes
the comfort of transgender students at the expense of others.
It does not acknowledge the discomfort of using a restroom with

Enlightenment
continued from page 11
because it does not make a lick of
sense, but despite that, it is transcendent. The song is mellow and
the guitar and muted trumpet lines
lull the listener into a trance-like
state of being.
The last song on the album
is “Union” which features the dulcet vocals of Sting. This song is
an inspirational ballad preaching peace and unity. Sting’s voice

members of the opposite sex and
violates the privacy of the majority
of students.
Dramatically expanding the
number of gender-neutral restrooms is dangerous. This year,
police charged a Connecticut
College student with voyeurism for
filming 213 shower stall videos of
women in a gender-inclusive restroom. These restrooms enabled a
criminal to exploit a well-meaning
but harmful policy by enabling him
to freely enter a restroom with
women. This resolution would
increase the likelihood of such incidents occurring.
Numerous clauses in the resolution are inaccurate. The first
clause states that “gender inclusive
spaces are hidden, in undesirable
places, and inaccessible on campus.” Excluding restrooms, fraternities and sororities, all places on
campus are gender-inclusive. The
second clause states that “trans
students are made to feel unwel-

come, often walking up four flights
of stairs to use the restroom.” Our
campus has many LGBTQ+ students and a variety of resources
dedicated to supporting them.
Additionally, many students live on
a fourth floor, but that does not
constitute discrimination. The fifth
clause states that the resolution
aims to “assist to end one form of
discrimination in our community.”
Classifying gender-specific spaces
as discriminatory is a condemnation of not only gender-specific
restrooms, but also all fraternities
and sororities on campus.
This resolution violates privacy and safety for students by
forcing them to use restrooms with
members of the opposite sex and
enables criminals to exploit a tolerant policy to harm students. It
is based on misguided arguments
and false conclusions. I encourage the student body to consider
these arguments as they work to
improve privacy and safety.

melds perfectly with Fergie’s background vocals and the saxophone
soars above both voices in jazzy
interludes.
What other album features
the legendary talents of not only
The Peas, but John Legend, Q-Tip,
Sting, Jack Johnson, James Brown
and Justin Timberlake? Is there
another mainstream pop album
that features a song in Tagalog?
What other album combines the
perfect amount of pure sex with
fat phunk to form the hottest tunes
known to humanity? The Peas truly
broke new ground with their 2005

release of Monkey Business: they
pioneered diversity in features,
language and content, all while
honoring and paying homage to the
hip hop legends that came before
them. I have listened to this album
seven times through in one day and
am not sick of it. The eighth time
through the hour-long album still
forces me to have my own personal
rager in my room. So do yourself
a favor: swallow your pride and
listen to The Black Eyed Peas, they
will change your entire life.
I want to thank Molly Reese
for her guidance and compassion.
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continued from page 10
with fatness. These include laziness, stupidity, gluttony and general incompetence. Think Homer
Simpson, Peter Griffin, Winnie
the Pooh, Pumbaa, Patrick Star,
Garfield, Smee from Peter Pan; the
list goes on. At their best, fat characters are the funny best friend
or bumbling sidekick to a thin,
capable protagonist. While some
may see any fat representation as
a step in the right direction, these

Gay old time...
continued from page 10

in the country hindered my ability to help. Nevertheless, what I
learned about the forces for good
that exist in Russia and the inspiration I gained from contributing
was priceless and something I will
never forget.
My last notable gay escapade
in Russia was in late December,
when I attempted to go to one of
the gay bars in town, and it was—
again—a learning experience. I had
planned to go to said bar much
earlier in the term, but given that
I was only 20 at the time and had
never been to a gay bar—certainly
not one in another country—I was
quite nervous. Though my anxiety
had me pushing this rite of passage past being possible, I forced
myself to work up the nerve and go
for it right before the end of term.
A group of friends and I headed
downtown to the bar. When we got
to the door, there was no one but

Cis-plaining

continued from page 11
expert on my own experience, and
you can trust that I know enough
to have an informed opinion. At the

the
LAWRENTIAN
cartoons still uphold the norm of
thinness by way of a cautionary
tale. They warn us that if we do not
strive for thinness, we may end up
with the undesirable traits of these
characters.
Animated media has the
potential to introduce an endless
variety of body types to children
and adults alike, helping to lessen
the extreme normalization of thin
bodies. Unfortunately, they often
fall into the trap of setting thin
as their average, contributing to
the erasure and stigmatization of
larger bodies.
a smaller-than-expected bouncer
waiting for us who, in English,
reminded my friend that this was,
in fact, a gay bar, thinking perhaps
we were lost. Once we confirmed
that it was indeed where we were
looking to be, he asked for our IDs.
This is par for the course in Russia,
but as we all reached for our pockets, the bouncer also added, “And
the women have to pay.” The rule
on the door stated that, regardless of sexual identity, in a ratio of
two or more women to one man,
women would have to pay 1,000
roubles each, which is about $15.
So ended my story of visiting a
Russian gay bar, but better to have
company than to contribute to
Russia’s misogyny.
These are the experiences and
observations that stand out to me
most and without a doubt the ones
I learned the most from. If you have
any questions or stories you want
to share, feel free to reach out! I
am always willing to have a good
conversation.
end of the day, you should not be
telling me how to do or express or
talk about anything. Ask me questions, disagree with me, do whatever you want, but never pretend
that you have anything to teach me
about being trans.

